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Most of us have a story
about a friend, family
member or other loved
one who has suffered
from the effects of a
neurological disorder.
For many of our
donors, these stories
have compelled their
unwavering support of
the BRF. We recently
asked Rob Johnson, one of our Trustees, to share his
story with us.

What was it about the work being done at the Brain
Research Foundation that made you decide to join
the Board of Trustees?
My first awareness of the BRF came about 10 years
ago when folks from Channel 7 worked with the BRF
on a fundraiser for John Drury—a hero of mine—a
legendary anchor in this town for many years who
was struck down by Lou Gherig’s disease (also
known as ALS). To be able to support something
that was important to his family made a big impact
on me.

When your friends and family find out that you are a
Trustee of the BRF, what do they say or ask?
Our name, the Brain Research Foundation, is
great because it clearly explains exactly who we
are. When people ask, “well, what do you do?”
I tell them that we support research for every
neurological disorder you can think of, so if
Parkinson’s is your interest, or ALS, or concussions,
etc., we research all of these things. That’s
what makes our narrative so strong. I think not
being disease specific helps us make significant
contributions to research in all the various fields
because our audience and support base is so wide
and varied.

There are so many worthy charities and foundations
doing excellent work and all are asking donors for
financial support. What compelling message can you
give as to why they should choose to donate to the
BRF instead of another organization?

I think that everybody needs to know that the
money we raise at the BRF goes directly to
the researchers tackling the most complicated
neurological issues in their various fields. Many
organizations have significant administrative costs,
but the BRF tries to keep our operational costs
low and those expenses are generally covered by
the income from investments. This means that the
BRF is in a unique position and can say that 100%
of donor dollars goes to research and education.
Additionally, the seed grant money that the BRF
provides to these researchers enables them
to receive greater funding from other sources,
including the government. This is what sets us apart
from so many other groups—that the money you
donate to the BRF goes directly to the neuroscience
researchers or to education initiatives. We are really
making a difference.

Interest in the BRF seems to be growing. Why do you
think that is?
I think that people understand that so many
neurological issues affect so many families in one
way or another. Maybe it’s your close friend, your
brother, someone you know or somebody you love
is or will potentially be affected with a neurological
disease. Once you realize this sobering fact, you can
turn to the BRF as an ally. It gives family members
a resource and a way to get involved with an
organization that is making a difference and funding
groundbreaking research.

Is there any personal anecdote that you wish to
share with the BRF audience, to explain why you are
so passionate about what we do?
The reason I believe in the mission of the BRF
so strongly is because it furthers the research of
important issues that could affect any family. I have
a brother with Down syndrome and it is something
I have spent my life trying to learn more about. In
addition, I have relatives who live with mental illness
and multiple sclerosis, and I want to be part of the
solution when it comes to better understanding
them, and perhaps even conquering them some
day. This is why the BRF is so relevant, because it
deals with a wide array of issues that affect all of us.

With your help, the Brain Research
Foundation continues to grow,
bringing us steps closer to
unravelling the mysteries of the
brain. We thank you for your
support and encourage you to
help us spread the word about the
important work we’re doing.

Ways of Giving
There are several ways in which
donors can participate in the work
of the Brain Research Foundation.
Direct Gifts Contributions are
accepted in the form of cash,
check, credit card, and stock.
Matching Gifts If you work for
one of the growing number of
companies that has a Matching
Gift Program, the amount of your
gift could be multiplied. Please
check with your Human Resources
Office to see if your company
offers this benefit.
Planned Giving Long-term
estate and financial planning can
enable you to make a substantial
contribution to the Brain Research
Foundation. Examples of planned
gifts include: bequests, life
insurance policies, charitable
remainder trusts, charitable lead
trusts, and charitable gift annuities.
Memorial and Honorary Gifts
You can make a donation in
memory of someone or give a gift
in honor of a special person.
For more information or to
donate today, please call
Sandra DiPasquale at 312.759.5157
or visit us at www.theBRF.org.

—Rob Johnson is the weekday anchor of the CBS2 evening
newscasts at 5:00 PM and 10:00 PM [photo: Abel Sanchez]
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